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April 7 

 
April 14 
 

 

 

April 21 

 
April 28 

 9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
Images of God concludes - Watchful Guide 
 
 9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
    Children’s sing-a-long  
12:00 p.m. Easter Egg Hunt 
      
Easter - Festive Celebrations of the Resurrection 
 9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
 
Confirmation Sunday 
10:00 a.m. Single Worship 
11:00 a.m. Knowing God - Adult Education begins 

April Worship 



 

Gather your friends and family and help make a difference in our community! For 
the fifth year, Southminister Presbyterian Church will partner with First Presbyteri-
an Church in Arlington Heights for a joint service day, to be held Saturday April 27, 
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. This is a great opportunity to serve those in need while en-
joying fellowship with our Presbyterian family. Gather at First Pres. at 8:00, meet 
your team, and enjoy coffee and donuts before heading out at 9:00.    

 

In year’s past, this combined effort has seen upwards of 140 volunteers help many organizations, expand 
community involvement, and help SPC get to know their fellow Presbyterians just across town. There is in-
door and outdoor work available. Here are some of the organizations and ways we’ve helped in the past: 

 

• Arlington Heights Senior Center and Clearbrook: Outdoor planting and clean up 
• Journeys: Sorting and organizing donated food, clothing and supplies 
• Little City: Cleaning work inside and outside 
• Shelter, Inc: Outdoor activities, yard work, cleaning, planting flowers  
• Wings: Accepting, inspecting, and sorting boxes and bags of donated items 
• Caring Outreach Ministry: Making craft projects for home-bound friends 

 

We hope you’ll join us to help beautify our community and serve these organizations. For more information 

or to sign up, email Ed Gudonis at egud1@aol.com. 

Joint Service Day with First Presbyterian 

 

Knowing God Women’s Study 
Beginning April 9, all women are invited to our follow-
up study on Explore God called “Knowing God,” meet-
ing Tuesday evenings 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the Oasis 
Room (2

nd
 floor). Each week we’ll engage in small 

group discussions about the following topics: 
 
 

• April 9    Making an Introduction (faith stories) 
• April 16  God & Prayer 
• April 23  Reading the Bible 
• April 30  God & Community 

 

This study is also being offered during Sunday’s Adult Education Hour. For details on that study, see the article 
below. We hope you can join us to further explore your faith journey. For more information, email Kathy 
Gudonis at kagudonis@gmail.com. 

Knowing God – Adult Education  

Knowing God, the follow-up study to the Explore God 
series, is offered during the Sunday Adult Education 
Hour, beginning April 28 at 10:10 a.m. in the chapel. 
You are invited to engage each week in small group 
discussions about the following topics: 

 

We hope you can join us to further explore your faith 
journey. For more information, email Dennis Rich at 
dennis.rich007@att.net or Bob Erickson at 
lievph@aol.com. 

• April 28  Making an Introduction (Faith stories) 
• May 5     God & Prayer 
• May 12   Reading the Bible 
• May 19   God & Community 

mailto:kagudonis@gmail.com
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Dear Friends, 

In this Easter season, we rely on the Good News of Jesus’ first followers to share the miracle 
of the resurrection with us! The verse above from Hebrews describes it well. We did not see 
the miracle first hand, but have faith and hope because of it. What are your hopes for 

spring? How will you use your gifts and talents for God in the coming months? These are important questions 
to ponder, as we contemplate the great gift Jesus gave to each of us on the cross.  

 

Explore God discussion groups were a wonderful way to grow in our 
faith and uncover the plan God has in store for each of us! Follow-up 
groups will be starting this month, and details are inside this issue of the 
Spire. Please review carefully this issue and all the wonderful opportuni-
ties for spiritual growth and service this month. As we contemplate 
Christ on the cross, we know what Christ has done for us, so now what 
will we do for Christ?  

 

In Christ’s Care,  

 

The Reverend Elizabeth Nickerson 

Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  
        ~ Hebrews 11:1 

One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offerings 
Hunger · Disaster · Development 

One Great Hour of Sharing, makes a difference in the world.  

 

Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, 
sanitation, education, and opportunity. One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) supports three 
programs — Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-
Development of People — all working in different ways to serve individuals and communi-
ties in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing community development, these pro-
grams work together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope.  

 

Each gift to OGHS received during the season of Lent helps to improve the lives of people in 
these challenging situations. The OGHS offering provides a way to share God’s love with our 
neighbors in need. In fact, OGHS is the single largest way Presbyterians come together every 
year to work for a better world.  

Images of Christ – One-day Adult Education Study 

This single study from LifeGuide Bible Study and the 
book Images of Christ by Dale and Sandy Larsen is on Sunday, 
April 7, from 10:10 – 10:55 a.m. We’ll look at the chapter “Light 
of the World,” a lesson from the gospel of John 1:1-9. We hope 
you will join us for this last study before we near our Palm Sun-
day, Holy Week, and Easter services. 

Light of the World 



Dear Friends, 

 

The 8
th

 grade Youth are preparing for their Confirmation this month! We have eight stu-
dents who have been on a journey since November, exploring their faith and learning 
what it means to follow Jesus, be a Christian, and become Confirmed. We explored some 
difficult questions that many adults still struggle with. I would remind them that this is the 
journey of their lives, and that their answers may 

not come to them right now and may even change over time. 

 

In fact, many of the questions discussed with these confirmands 
were similar to those from our Explore God series. We discussed 
what it means to have Jesus as our Lord and our Savior; what is 
sin and how do we turn from it; how do we know and trust God; 
and what does it mean to break bread, pray, and be in fellowship? 
Of course, I learned right along with them. We talked about how 
this is a personal journey, and that each of them has a unique faith 
story. I hope you can be at our single service worship on April 28 
at 10:00 a.m. to witness these wonderful youth as they join our 
congregation. I am so proud of them! 

 

In Christ, 
 

Kari 

Youth Ministry Director 

Organize a sport or game night with your spouse and children. Invite some friends. Friendly 
competition and fellowship can be a great way to relax and create fun memories.  
   
         ~ foryourmarriage.org 

For Your Marriage 

 

Mom & Me Yoga – Mother’s Day Event 
You and your child(ren) are invited to join us Sunday, May 11, in the 
Desert Room (Southminster’s children’s education wing upstairs) for a 
yoga class like no other. Taught by professional yoga instructor Molly 
Kranovich, this fun class combines partner poses, dancing, yoga, and 
meditation practice. No yoga experience or mats required. Just bring a 
water bottle and wear comfy clothes.. 

 
 
 
 

 
Register on Molly’s website www.mknamaste.com/mothers-day-yoga. For more information, email Molly at 
mollykranovich@gmail.com.  

 

Donation-based Class: There is no fee for this class. All Mother’s Day classes are donation based and proceeds 
go to Children’s programming at Southminster. Donations are free-will and can be made the day of the event. 

10 and older & mom 
2:30 - 3:30 p.m. 

5 - 10 year-olds & mom 
1:00 - 2:00 p.m. 



Warm Springtime Greetings! 

This month, our Sunday school children will be learning the joyous story of Easter through 
games, videos, crafts, and the symbol of the butterfly. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and 
the life. He who believes in me will have life even if he dies. And he who lives and believes 
in me will never die.” John 11:25 

Thank you to all who 
turned out for our March 
9 Paint Your Own Keep-
sake Fundraiser. Thrown 
Elements Pottery ran the 
event and helped us 
raise almost $200 for our 
children’s programs. We 
had a blast and took 
home beautiful ceramic 
treasures. 

And don’t forget to register 
your children (through 5

th
 

grade) to participate in our 
Palm Sunday Easter Egg 
hunt, which follows the 
11:00 a.m. service on April 
14. You can register online at 
spcah.org or sign-up at 
church on the bulletin board 
in the children’s education 
wing. We’ll provide all chil-
dren colorful bags to collect 
their eggs. Please pray for 
sunshine! 

Everyone is invited to our Party Animals Family Fun Night on Wednesday, 
May 1, from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.! No cooking or cleaning, just enjoying time 
with your family and fellowship! We’ll begin with a buffet-style pasta dinner 
in the Community Room (downstairs) and then move into Fellowship Hall 
for animal games, crafts, decorations, and a special visit from Sue’s Party Animals, who will bring small, live ani-
mals for children (and grown-ups) to see and touch. You won’t want to miss this last Family Fun Night of the 
school year. Free-will donations to Children’s and Family Ministries program are accepted and appreciated.  

All children are welcome to join 
us April 14 for our Palm Sunday 
sing-a-long during the 11:00 
contemporary worship service. 
We’re asking that children come 
at 10:30 to check-in and re-
hearse our “Hosanna!” song in 
the Chapel with Ms. Kari. Chil-
dren will then parade down the 
sanctuary aisle at the beginning 
of worship.  

Party Animals! 

New Movers & Shakers Class! 
Class begins May 5! Don’t miss out. This class teaches you to ignite your child’s imagina-
tion through a combination of music, literature, and movement. It’s sometimes difficult 
to find together time, so Movers & Shakers offers undistracted time for parents and their 
children to foster strong bonds and make memories. 
 

This class will meet from 10:00 – 10:50 a.m. on May 5 and 19; June 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30 
in the Desert Room, upstairs in the children’s wing. The cost is $70 for the 7-week ses-

sion or $10 a session. Drop-ins are welcome. For more information email Jill at jill@spcah.org. Scholarships 
available. To register, visit www. spcah.org/movers-shakers-2. 

Easter blessings to you all! 

 

Jill  

Children’s Ministry Director 



 

Join us for these Children’s and Family Events 



Growing in Grace Women’s Bible Study 

Growing in Grace is beginning a new study based on Marilyn Kunz’s and Cathe-
rine Schell’s book Proverbs: Wisdom for Life. If you ever have trouble making a 
decision or deciding which is the best path to take, you won’t want to miss this 
four session study that teaches you practical ways to solve your problems and 
steady your life’s course.  

 

All women are invited to gather in the chapel on Tuesday, April 9, and every other Tuesday through May 23 
from 9:25 – 11:30 a.m. to enjoy coffee, fellowship, and a small group discussion. No Bible experience needed.    
Books are $5.00, and scholarships are available. Childcare is available upon request. For more information, 

email Kathy Erickson lievph@aol.com or call 847.297.8360.  

On April 23, Southminster once again looks for-
ward to helping new moms and their babies by 
participating in the Chris House Baby/Mom 
Shower at Belmont Craigin school in Chicago. 

 

We are collecting gifts from the list through 
Monday, April 22. Please place donations in the Mission boxes, 
located outside our newly remodeled church library and by the 
elevator doors at the front entrance. 

 

Members of Southminster’s Mission Team will travel to Chris 
House on April 23 for a tour of the Chris House school and 
lunch. If you would like to join them and learn about Chris House, 
please sign-up on the Welcome Area kiosk, call Judy Kating at 
847.397.8214, or email her at jkating@aol.com. 

Christopher House Baby Shower 

HOW DOES CHRIS HOUSE HELP NEW MOMS? 
Christopher House and their Teen and Adult Pregnant and Parenting Services (TAPPS) have relationships with 
high schools and health centers in Chicago that refer young, first-time mothers to Chris House. TAPPS includes 
doulas who work with first-time mothers in their third trimester and parent educators who conduct home vis-
its until the child is three years old. TAPPS works closely with these young mothers to encourage them to com-
plete their schooling and seek full-time jobs. If the mother chooses to enroll the child in a Christopher House 
school, that child has full-day education that allows the mother to work and provide for her child and herself. 

For Babies: 
• Bibs 
• Socks 
• Soap 
• Lotion 
• Diapers 
• Pull-ups 
• Shampoo 
• Baby wipes 
• Handmade items 

For Moms: 
• Shampoo 
• Shower gel 
• Toothpaste 
• Deodorant 
• Sanitary pads 
• CTA bus cards 

 Gift cards 
 Walmart 
 Target 
 Costco 

BABY SHOWER GIFT LIST  

ArtNet Meetup 

Calling all creatives! You’re invited to ArtNet Meetup in Southminster’s downstairs Com-
munity Room at 7:00 p.m. on April 30 when Kurt Lursen will lead an acrylic class 
on composition. Supplies will be provided for you to create your own project. 
 

This ArtNet Meetup is a group of artistic people who gather at Southminster on the last 
Tuesday of each month (February – November). These gatherings bring opportunities 
for you to grow artistically, while developing new friendships. Some members are pro-

fessional artists and others have no background in art at all, just a love for creativity. This is a great place to 
create and share your artwork as well as learn new techniques. Members have found that meeting every 
month helps them look at their own art in new and exciting ways. Almost all of our gatherings are hands-on 
and include opportunities to create new projects. In upcoming months, ArtNet Meetup projects will include 
Optical Art, Alcohol Inks, Tissue Paper Collage, Abstract Sculpture, Oil Pastels, and more! 

 

For more information about this Meetup group, visit https://www.meetup.com/ArtNet/ . If you would like to 
see what this group is all about, email the host, Sue Thomson, to RSVP skt60005@aol.com or 847-337-8437. 

mailto:lievph@aol.com
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Southminster Welcomes New Members! 

Steve and Laura Kruse were married in 2002; welcomed their son, Christopher, in 2004; 
and settled in Arlington Heights. Laura has a degree in public health and gerontology and 
has worked as Senior Center Coordinator for a YMCA. Steve worked for 43 years with 
YMCA as a building superintendent, maintenance director, and stationary engineer. About 
five years ago, they brought Christopher to Southminster’s VBS and decided this year that 
they wanted to make Southminster their church home. And we’re so glad they did. Wel-
come, Steve and Laura! 

Eric and Pat Heimdal heard about Southminster through their friends the Reibels. After at-
tending on and off for two years, they decided Southminster was a good fit and it felt like 
family. Married for 28 years, Eric and Pat live in Mt. Prospect with their dog, Oakley, and 
have raised two children. Hannah is 24 and will begin graduate school this May to be a 
P.A., and Connor is completing his freshman year at Illinois State University. They both love 
football and traveling all over the world. Pat has worked for 34 years at United Airlines, and 
Eric has a Master’s degree in physical therapy and works in sales for a large pharmaceutical 
company. They are so happy to be members of Southminster and are anxious to meet eve-
ryone. We’re happy you’re here too, Eric and Pat. Welcome! 

Eric and Liz Steckling live in Prospect Heights with their daughter Charlotte and are await-
ing the birth of their second child this July. They both wanted to provide a good church 
environment in which to raise their family, and already having family who are members of 
Southminster made it that much more inviting. (If you didn’t know, Liz is the daughter of 
SPC members Jim and Sue Thomson.) Eric is the Assistant News Director at CBS Milwaukee, 
and Liz is an elementary music teacher, working with grades K-6 in Schaumburg District 54. 
They both enjoy traveling, the outdoors, and exploring new places and restaurants. Wel-
come, Eric and Liz!  

When asking Jessica what brought her to Southminster, her simple reply was, “My husband.” 
If you aren’t aware, Jessica is married to our new Senior Pastor, Matt Gearke. She felt so wel-
come since she began attending services that she decided to join our Southminster family. 
Jessica and Matt have a four-year-old daughter Hilde (who loves Miss Jill’s Sunday school!). 
They currently live in Des Plaines, but are looking to move into a house. Jessica is originally 
from Southern California, but her parents grew up in the Chicago suburbs. That must be  how 
she handles our cold winters—it’s in her genes. Jessica loves reading (especially historical fic-
tion), watching movies, and talking on the phone with friends who live all over the country. 
She and her family also enjoy fairs, festivals, and museums. Welcome, Jessica! 

Robert found Southminster a few years ago after 
moving to Arlington Heights. He’s a handyman by 
trade for over 19 years. And anyone at Southmin-
ster who knows him has probably met him volun-
teering at one of our many mission opportunities. 
Besides being handy and friendly, Robert enjoys 
being active by walking and bicycling. We’re so 
glad you found your way here, Robert. Welcome!     

We couldn’t reach 
the Morrows for 
comment, but 
want to welcome 
Tom and Lisa to 
our Southminster 
family, too!  

On Match 10, we welcomed 10 new members into our Southminster family. If you see any of them, please 
introduce yourself and congratulate them. We are so happy they chose Southminster as their church home.   



Thank You, Southminster, for Making Explore God a Great Success! 

Our Explore God series was wonderfully successful! We hosted one of our largest groups ever during Sunday 
Adult Education. It was great to see so many members get involved in learning about their faith and sharing 
their stories and ideas with others. Southminster hosted a total of eight small groups, many of which included 
visitors who had seen Explore God promoted on yard signs, in the Daily Herald, on our church banner, on a 
mailing postcard, or heard about it through word of mouth. One guest hadn’t stepped inside a church in 50 
years, but felt God’s nudge and enjoyed attending the series. 

 

A big thank you to all the facilitators for their hard work! Thanks also go to Pastor Matt for being prepared on 
day one (having come on board only 7 days before), Pastor Liz and Kathy Erickson who coordinated the en-
tire event, and Maureen Cooke for promoting the event. Below are thoughts from some of our facilitators: 

John Riggs, facilitator with Bob Erickson for Church Creek group: Thanking the Lord for an-

swered prayers for our Explore God group at Church Creek. Eleven people attended.  

 

Kathy Gudonis, facilitator for Tuesday Nights for Women: During our final Explore God meet-

ing, we wrapped up by sharing what was our most meaningful Explore God experiences. The ladies were 
appreciative of many things, including the questions, the diversity of opinions expressed in the videos, the 
diversity of opinions shared by attendees, the lovely setting of the Oasis Room, and especially the opportunity 
to be real and ask questions in a safe, friendly setting.  

  

Sandy Pifer, facilitator for her Book Club study: The Explore God experience gave me the oppor-

tunity to meet new people, listen and share, and be open to what others and God were telling me. It allowed 
me to doubt and question some of my beliefs with other intelligent and thoughtful people. The whole experi-
ence confirmed my faith in Jesus Christ, who I believe is the son of God. I want to thank the people in my 
group. It was a privilege to share this journey with you. 
 

Dennis Rich, facilitator for Explore with Us: Despite hazardous weather, our group of nine braved 

high winds and blowing snow to attend our last meeting. Everyone even stayed afterward and participated 
in several one-on-one discussions. There is no doubt in my mind that God arranged these nine people to 
gather. We had many common interests and a great synergy. 

Kathy and Bob 
Erickson 

Sunday Adult Ed 
The 7 Big 
Questions 

Dennis Rich and Jim Bork 
Explore With Us 

and 
Thursday Night Men 

Exploring God 

Kathy Gudonis 
Tuesday Nights 

for Women 
Ed Gudonis 

The Bible Bums 

Explore God 

The Rev 
 Susan 

Peterson 
The Moorings 
Explore God 

Sandy Pifer 
Book Club 
Study of 
Explore 

God 

 

John Riggs 
(pictured with 
George Egner, 

sitting) 
Church Creek 

Explores God 

Jean Ward 
Coffee and 

Conversation 
For Women 

The Rev. Elizabeth 
Nickerson 

Lead Pastor in 
charge of event 

Maureen Cooke 
Communications  

Director in 
charge of event 

advertising  



Volunteer for Spring of Life Habitat 
Habitat for Humanity’s Spring of Life Partnership is beginning work on their 17th house! 
Southminster’s work days are Saturdays, April 13 and 27. Volunteers are needed of all 
skill levels, and no previous experience is required. We begin about 8:00 a.m. and work 
until mid-afternoon. Lunch is provided. The house is at 559 S. Edison 
Street in Elgin. 
 

If you’re interested in volunteering or would like more information, please email Tom 
Snyder at thomaspsnyder@hotmail.com. 

Work on Heart’s Place, Arlington Heights’ supportive housing for people with men-
tal and physical disabilities, is making great progress. Heart’s Place will be an eight-
een unit building and is expected to open in the summer/fall 2019.   

 

Southminster’s Justice/Faith in Action team supported the unanimous decision of 
Arlington Heights’ Mayor and Trustees to have Heart’s Place built on the north side 
of town. If you would like to learn more about Heart’s Place or other Faith in Justice 
initiatives, please email Linda at lwaycie@wowway.com.  

Heart’s Place Progress 

Good News Partners Work Day 
On Saturday, March 23, a crew of 14 people representing Southminster painted and cleaned at Good News 
Partners Jonquil Hotel. A big thanks to Paul and Karey Bourke, Ed Gudonis, Bob Miles, Keith North, Maggie 
and Steve Pesche, Sandy Pifer, Bob Pondelicek, Pat Ritchie, George and Ann Shibayama, Jean Walker, and Lin-
da Waycie for all your hard work. And a big thank you to Jan Tossman for making a delicious bean and ham 
soup for everyone at Good News Partners! 

 

Good News Partners is a great organization, and we are so pleased to be able to serve them 

by helping to improve their residents’ living conditions. For information on how you can use 

your gifts to serve with Southminster’s Mission Team, email Sandy Pifer lucille111@aol.com 

or Jean Walker jw13pr4@aol.com.  
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Members from the ArtNet Meetup group that gathers at Southminster every last Tuesday of the month came 
together to share some of their artwork on our Art Gallery Wall across from the church office. Works displayed 
this month are from the following artists: Jan and Masako van Leijenhorst, Lynnea Semasko, Gary Swiontek, 
Sue Thomson, Tiffany Whisler, and Cheryl Wolfberg. 

 

If you have any questions about the artists or their work, or you would like to hang some of your own artwork 
or photography on the wall, email Sue Thomson at sue@spcah.com to coordinate a time. Sue is also available 
to help you hang your work. 

 
Care Ministry / Deacons for April 

Every member and friend of Southminster is assigned to a parish, 
which is overseen by deacons. Deacons can bring meals to you 
when you’re sick, help provide transportation if needed, pray 
with you about a concern, or connect you with other resources 
at the church. Please call the deacons of the month who can 
connect you with our caring ministry and your deacon. 

Janet Thompson 
847.298-4887 

Marty Mayer and Janet Thompson are your Care Ministers / Deacons for April 

Marty Mayer 
847.439.0649 

 

Hello friends of the food pantry! When shopping this April, please 
consider donating these 5 top items to the food pantry: 
• Cereal 
• Chicken noodle or cream of chicken soup 
• Jelly 
• Rice 
• syrup 

Check out SPC’s Art Gallery Wall 

Thank you, Southminster 
Last month, the SPC Mis-
sion Team dropped off 
many bags of children’s 
books donated from 
Southminster to Christo-
pher House in Chicago. 
Several volunteers also 

traveled to the Steward Campus in the Belmont Craig-
in neighborhood to read to children during their 
Read-a-thon celebration. What a wonderful mission 
project! Thank you for your donations of books and 
reading time! 

SPC Mission Thanks You 
Our SPC Mission Team delivered a wonderful do-
nation of hygiene kits and hand-knitted scarfs to 
Night Ministry on March 6. 
 

Thank you to all who 
donated travel-sized 
items, socks, under-
wear, and scarfs. The 
Night Ministry was 
very grateful for our 
donation and contin-
ued support. 
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